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Sfui‘e Servicemen
dn South Vietnam:

@

# By ERNIE ZAUGG
Special Correspondent, The
Times
2 DA NANG, Vietnam—The
‘helicopter is the king of the
Fungle.
T The CH-53A Sea Stallion is
%ing among transport heli-
copte*s Its arrival here has
reatly Qpeeded up the heli-
coptex war in the northern
@ared, where it works for the
Jrarines.
= Maj. Ray Frankiin, a grad-
ZJrate of Sequim High School
and whose father is a black-
ssmith in  Olympia, is in
Tcharge of maintenance of the
24 Sea Stallions of the 463rd
:ransport Helicopter Squa-

. The first four planes of the
squadron arrived in Vietnam
m January. The remaining
QO arrived in May.

* THE HELICOPTER is a
revolutionary innovation in
‘the art of war, and everyone
ds watching. In this northern
Area it began on a big scale
wwhen the first Marine heli-
copter squadron arrived in
‘April, 1962, to shuttle the
‘Vietnamese army and its ar-
tillery.

- It entered a new stage
‘when the Marines came in
1965.. The Sea Stallion is a
mnew facet in the helicopter
war. It can carry 14,500
pounds and has a maximum
speed of 195 miles an hour. It
is twice as effective as its
predecessor, the CH-37.

. 1 rode a Sea Stallion with
Staff Sgt. Dale Gibson, Spo-
Xane, who was riding gun-
ner.

=" We took off at 1:45 p. m.
with two choppers and flew
60 miles southeast from Da
Nang to Quang Ngai in 20

‘McNamara
Seems To
Alter Stand
‘On Bombing

! By WILLIAM McGAFFIN
g Chicago Daily News
% WASHINGTON — When it
“comies to the bombing policy
Ihat ‘the United States is fol-
Jowing in North Vietnam,,
Defénse Secretary Robert S.
McNamara’s critics in the
Semate appear to be more
pevsiasive than he.
¢ At the end of a day with
fhem, McNamara seemed to
be ‘going over to their argu-
meit that it would be possi-
ble’to escalate the bombing,
-@as they have demanded.
. This was a far different
position from the one he ad-
Vanced in a l4-page state-
meft, when e began his ap-
pearance before the pre-
pazedness subcommittee Fri-
‘day. He deflated the value of
the bombing offensive so
much at the start of the
hearing that some observers
wondered whether he was
depatting from administra-
tion policy.

By bl

,AFTER ABOUT six hours
:with the subcommittee, how-
- ewver, McNamara told report-
. ers that he thought “addi-
z tlonal targets will be ap-
U proved in the future as they
;have been in the past.”
© In his prepared statement,
v he had argued that it would
-~ be dangerous to close the
- ports of Haiphong, Hon Gai
L‘, arad Cam Pha because of the
~possible confrontation this
mnght bring with Communist
»-Chma and the Soviet Union.
~;; In any event, he declared,
“th:(s would not stop North
= Vietnam from continuing
Tits present level of military
7. operations in the South.”
«. The North Vietnamese
& could manage this, he said,
by using road, rail and Red
= River waterways and by
ctransferring cargoes from
*.ships to lighters and taking
~them ashore at night in
U *“over the beach” operations
~along the 400-mile coastline
vof North Vietnam.

toane

THE SECRETARY also in-
v sisted, at the outset, that the
“ North Vietnamese could not
"be “bombed to the negotiat-
i;ing table” and that a sharply
-~ stepped—up air war would not
--advance United States objec-
‘ tlves

:: But at the end of the ses-
« sion, McNamara hinted that
“2 Haiphong and the other ports
< might be on the bombing-
- target list in the future.

« In reply to a reporter’s

- question, mentioning the port |
-cities specifically, Mc- |

v Namara indicated they
Zmight come under attack as

< Umnited States tactics and |

< equipment improve and the
-risk of widening the war
= changes.

: Coin Issued
: Stiff Warning

:  PHILADELPHIA The

« first coin specifically author-

% ized for issuance in the Unit-

7 ed States was the Fugio cent

sof 1787.

: Et bore a terse warning
1bat was typically American:
Mind Your Business.

minutes to pick up two Viet-
namese 105-millinmeter how-
itzers and carried them 20
miles westward to Ha
Thanh. a Special Forces
camp. Then we carried
45,000 pounds of 105- millime-
ter ammunition the same
stretch. On the last trip we
took the gun crews, 48 sol-
diers, with their gear. The
plane 1 was on made five
trips. The other plane was
interrupted to evacuate four
marines, wounded by a land
mine, and made only four
trips. We got back to East
Da Nang Air Base at 6 p. m.
It was a typical afternoon’s
work for two CH-53As. The
pilots had no special feelings
about the trip except that of
normal exhilaration at flying
the biggest, fastest and
smoothest of our transport
choppers.

THEY FELT safe because
of the armor plating around
their cabin and around the
hydraulic reservoir and, if it
had been night or {foggy,
they would have felt safe be-
cause the plane has ‘the
best instruments of any
chopper.”

Other than that the only
feeling was one of slight irri-
tation because there was no
Vietnamese crew to unload
the shells.

For me there was some-
thing extraordinary and ro-
mantic about this trip. We
set our load down in the
midst of a Chinese print,
where villages clung to crag-
gy slopes white in the mist.
The villages had for thou-
sands of years been protect-
ed from Chinese invaders
with iron swords and bam-
boo spears. Now they are
protected by howitzers car-
ried by the most modern hel-
icopter.

The French did not have
this mobility. They lugged
their howitzers over the
road. The Viet Minh, who
beat the French at Dien Bien
Phu, dragged their 105s
through the jungle by man-
power from China. The
North Vietnamese use man-
power and trucks to move
their artillery around on
their side of the border.

Franklin, who flies 60
hours a month besides his
work as a maintenance offi-
cer, described one of his
missions.

“On July 27 we went out
late in the afternoon to pick
up a downed H-34 near Que
Sanh, 22 miles from Da
Nang. It was hot and there
was no wind, which lessened
the lift of the chopper. First
try we could not get it off the
ground with its load. So we
let out the fuel and oil of the
downed H-34.

“Second try we got it up
five feet and began to lose
altitude, so I had to set it
down again. Then we took
off the blades of the H-34,
which weighed 700 pounds.
Meanwhile we were burning
our fuel and getting lighter.

“Third try it was already
dark and we used landing
lights to hook up again. We
then turned off all our lights
except the cockpit lights and
rose slowly to tree-top level,
where we began to get mor-
tar fire or 37 millimeter with
big bursts in the air. The

Big Heiimpfer Is Handy Tool of

A SEA STALLION MANEUVERED TO RETRIEVE A DOWNED H-34

sound and the dim outline of
the chopper. We rose to 4,500
feet and made it back.”

ONE OF the great achieve-
ments in human relations of
the war has been to get the
Vietnamese army accus-
tomed to working with the
Americans. It is really two
stages of civilization from
different centuries with twe
conceptions of time working
together.

Our choppers are so fast
and our men so efficient we
naturally enough somewhat
dazzle the Vietnamese. Sim-
ple things like not being
ready to unload a chopper
show the difference in time
conception and cultural lev-
el. The chopper is so expen-
sive to run that we do not
like to accommodate it to
Asian slowness.

Franklin’s 160 mechanics
and maintenance men take
great pride in their work.
They put in 14 hours a day.
Only 33 of them have been
trained at the school of the
Sikorsky Co. in Stratford,
Conn., where the Sea Stal-
lions are made. The rest,
mostly ‘green hands, were
trained on the job.

WE WENT out to watch
them work. Cpl. Victor Cur-
rey, who lives in Yakima
with his aunt, Rena Vers-
trate, was on top of one of
the choppers removing a ro-
tor. Franklin showed me an-
other chopper which had had
its landing gear damaged by
trees and landed on the point
of a jack.

The Sea Stallion is used
chiefly for carge. It has
saved some $24 million by
retrieving 170 planes downed
by enemy fire or mechanical
failure. Some were taken out
of enemy territory, where
formerly they would have
been destroyed by our bomb-

_enemy was shooting at the
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CPL. VICTOR CURREY OF YAKIMA

He worked fo remove a helicopter rotor

ers.

The Sea Stallion also is
used for rapid troop buildups
in landing zones which have
been secured. It takes a nor-
mal load of 35 marines, but
has taken up to 60. This is
too precious a cargo and

plane to be risked in a “hot”
area. For landings in “hot”
zones and for night assaults
the Huey carrying 6 men and
the Sea Knight carrying 15
men are used.

The helicopter has been
very effective in-the battles
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At machine gun in Ses
Stallion

against the North Viet-
namese. But it plays little or
no role in the war of the vil-
lages, the unseen war of
peasant emotions and con-
ceptions of life, of indoctri-
nation and assassination.
When we understand what
makes a Vietnamese village
tick and when our allies con-
trol this ticking, the war will |

| be won.
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